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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


\m  FOOD  AJllIlJISTRATION 
/-75  '  on ''  25;  U,  d    ■  ■ 

.    /<X  r.  #CO  'February  1945 

The  need  for  salvaging  used' kitche'n  fats  in  1945  is  more  iraportant  than 
ever.    Military  demand  for  products  thstt'fats  and  oils  help  to  make  is  greatly 
expanded.    Measured  against  this  demand  are  declining  supplies  of  some  of  the 
important  fats  and  oils*    Also,  our  pre-war  import  sources  of  oils  have  been 
cut  off  almost  entifelyi  ■'  ■  : 

i«iilitary  and  industrial  requirements  this  year  for  fats  and  oils  of 
the  type  collected  in  the  fat  salvage  campaign  aremoira'  than  2-l/2  times  1940. 
governmental-industrial  needs »  '.Essential  civilian  requirements  must  be  >ftt.t 
■also,    iiespite  this  greater  demand,  sources  of  supply  will  not  be  as  plentiful 
as  last  year  —  a  period  of  record  U,  S .■  product  ion  of  fats  and  oils.  .In  short, 
we  have  urgent  need  in  1945  to  salvage  250,000,000  pounds  of  used  fats  to  help 
to  make  up  a  deficit.     The  richest  remaining  source  is  used  kitchen  fats-i-'the 
kind  „  found  in  hoiaes,  restatfrants ,  hotels  • —  any  place  vfhere'  food  is  cons\.imed. 

The  uar  i'ooa  A.xrainistration  is  s :)earheading  the  current  fat  salvage  ■ 
cstrapaign,  v;ith  the  cooperation  of  the  t^ar  Product-ion  Board,  the  .Office  of 
Price  Administration,  the  Office'  of  u'ar  Inf oriiiation,  the  armed  forces,  and 
interested  indu  try  and  civic  groups. 

Several  months  ago  these  groups  agreed  on  certain  definite  policies  as 
a  guide  to  all  promotional  activities  for  salvaging  used  fats'.     These  policies 
are : 

1.      The  products  of  fat  salvage  have  many  uses.    Axiy  of  them  may  be 
chosen  for  emphasis  in  some  approximation  of  their  importance  to  the  v/ar  effort. 
It  should  not  be  implied  that  any  one  is  the  sole  reason  for  salvage.'  " 

2»    ■  Such  emphasis,  hovvever,  shoLvld  not  neglect  the  extraordinary  ' 
variety  of  important 'us es  of  ft.ts,  and  copy  may  make  conslderablQ  use  of  this 
variety. 

3.  It  is  desirable  that  ..information  mateiial  shoulo.  dramatize  the  war 
and  industrial  uses  ol  fats  of  the  type  col lected  in  the' Pat  Salvage  Erogrdm.:. 

4.  Appeals  to  fear,  however,  should  be  avoided,  ,'lt  is  not  proper  to 
suggest,  for  example,  that  failure  to  turn  in  fats  V'.dll  result  in  deaths  of 
Araerican  soldiers  or  the  loss  of  a  battle.   •   • 

These,  then,  are  the  broau  policy  outlines  shaped  to  ,brini_;  about  the 
most  effective  results  possible.     They  are  to  be  used  for  guidaiice  in  the 
preparation  of  all  Fat  Salvage  Prpgrcu?;  j.  materials.    Adherence  to  them  vj-ill 
assure  laaintenaiice  of  the  integrity  of  the  program  and  its  objectives.  They 
are  to  be  translated  into  specific  copy  slant's  and  appeals  as  suggested  below: 

DO    draiaatize  v^ar  and  industrial  uses  of  fats  (Lxample:     "Out  of  the 
Frying-Pan  into  the"  Piring  Line,"  depicting  use  of  fats  in  helping,  to  make 
munitions,  military  medicines,  protective  coatings,  opiates  tO'  ease  pain, 
sulfa  ointments,  smallpox  vaccines,  syiithetio  rubber,  nylon  for  parachutes, 
textile  ,  lubricants  and  cutting  oils,  mildew-  and  vrater-proofing  laaterials 
for  military  uses,  leather,  military  and  civilian  soaps,  and  so  on.) 
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BUT  DON^T,  appeal  to  fear,  (Example:     "Failure  to  turn  in  fats  will 
deprive  service  men  of  needed  materials,  even  of  their  lives.") 

DO  make  sure  that  in  publicizing  military  or  other  war  uses  of  these 
fats  that  emphasis  also  is  given  to  civilian  uses,  (hxamplo:     "This  is  only 
one  of  thousands  of  vmys  in  which  your  used  lat  s  help  on  the  home  front  and 
on  the  war  fronts.") 

"  BUT  DON '  T    place  your  emphasis  v/holly  on  soap  for  civilians. (  hxaiivple: 
''i^'ailure  to  turn  in.  enough  used  fats  v.'ill  mean  rationing  of  soap  to  civiliais.") 

DO  talk  about  what  salvaged  fats  are  used  for  (.as  in  any  of  the  exaitiplos 
listed  above.) 

BU  T  jjON  '  T  emphasize  one  particular  us  o ,  implyiiig  that  it  is  the  sole 
reason  for  salvage. 

'DO  present  fasts  from  the  pos itivc '  vie\Ypoint  (Example:     "One  in  seven 
American  housewives  is  uoing  a  100  percent  job  in  salvaging  used  kitchen  fats. 
If  all  housevd-ves  turned  in  all  available  used  kitchen  fats,  we  could  collect 
about  three  times  the  present  rate.     Thi^  would  enable  us  to  meet  steppcd-up 
military  demands  as  well  as  to  maintain  essential  civilian  requirements.") 

BUT  DON '  T  scold.  (i:iXample:     ''Beca\ise  you  haven't  turned  in  all  your  used 
kitchen  fats,  you  are  helping  to  keep  fat  salvage  collection  b^lo\7  the  levels 
needed  to  laeet  high  military  demands  and  essential  civilian  ne.ds.") 

DO  use  v/ords  of  broad  scope  (liixample:     "munitions''  rather  than 
"Ammunition.") 

BUT  LON''T  tie  dovni  use  to  too  specific  things.     (i-ixample:     Use  of 
"glycerine"  when  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  sense  of  the  aiuiounce- 
mento     It  is  all  right  to  sa.Y  "essential  ingreaient."     Don't  say  fats  mako- 
war-needed  products,  but  are  "used  in  making,"  or  "help  to  make.'') 

DO  refer  to  fats  as  "used"'  or  ''used  househola  fats." 

•  BUT  DON'  T  call  them  "waste  fats.''     (example:     "Turn  in  all  your  waste 
fats  to  your  local  butcher."     Correct  vray  is:  "Turn  in  all  your  used  kitchen 
fats  to  your  local  butcher.") 

DO  ask  that  housewives  turn  in  all  fats  when  they  are  no  longer  usable 
for  cooking.    Just  because  fats  are  dark  and  smelly  does  not  mean  that  they  are 
no  longer  useful  in  the  war  effort. 

BUT_DON_n?  stress  that  fats  must  be  "strained."     (Example:     "Strain  your 
used  .kiL~\hen~*f  ats  into  a  clean  tin  can  as  soon  after  use  as  possible."  Say 
instead,  "::^our  your  used  kitchen  fats  into  a  clean  tin  can  as  soon  after  use 
as  possible."    Straining  is  desirable,  but  not  absolutely  essential.) 

DO  point  out  that  hard  work  need  not  be  m.ade '  of  the  operation  of  salvaging 
fats.     rLx.TJ-aple:     "It's  easy  to  do  your  share  in  the 'Fat  Salvage  Program  if 
you  keep  a  clean  tin  can  handy  in  the  kitchen.    Keen  it  on  the  back  of  the 
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stovG,  if  possible,  or  anywhere  that  is  convenient  for  constant  usg»  Then 
pour  the  used  fats  into  tho  can  v/hil-.  they  aro  still  hot.") 

BUT  i-'ON '  T    suggest  that  housewives  v/ait  to  take  the  can  to  the  butcher 
until  exactly  a  pound  or  more  is  collected,     k-^xarnplo:  "Take  it  to  your  butcher 
when  you  have  a  pound  or  more."    Say  instead.     " . .  .xvhen  the  can  is  x'ull.") 

DO  say  "American  \/omen  are  asked  by  their  country  to  turn  in  at  least 
250  million  pounds  of  used  kitchen  fats  this  year." 

BUT  DON'T  say,  "iimerican  women  raus t  turn  in  more  than  250  million  pounds." 

jQ  stress  the  viddc  variety  of  uses  of  fats--civilian  as  v^ell  as  military 
and  industrial. 


DO  suggest  the  many  Virays  in  which  saving  and  turning  in  used  fats  can 
add  to  houseT//ives '  red  points.     v^xample:     "Tuning  in  6  pounds  of  used  fats 
would  mean  enough  ,    ,   .       ,  .  red  points  to  obtainS^  half  pound  of  butter.) 

DO  stress  timo  of  collection.  i.i:ixample:     "Don't  wait  until  the  butcher's 
(or  grocer  s)  busy  period  to  turn  in  your  used  kitchen  fats.     Turn  in  your 
.fats  before  the  vreek  end."     Or,  if  certain  days  are  designated  for  turning 
in  kitchen  fats,  stress  that  fact.) 

DO  point  out  that  solid  f^.ts  triht-.ed  from  lacats  before  and  after  cookixig 
and  from  fats  salvaged  from  scraped  dinner  plates  can  bo-m.elted  and  added  to 
the  fat  collection. 

_uO  suggest  that  saving  fats  be  practiced  until  it  becomes  a  regular 
operation,     (.ijxamplo:     "Alv/ays  skim,  st  ev/s  and  meat-base  soups,  and  really 
scrape  the  broiler  pan,  roasting  pan,  or  skillet,  for  those  all-important  • 
used  kitchen  fats.    Potitr  them  into  a  clean  tin  can  and  turn  them  m  to  your 
biitchcr.") 

DO  point  out  that  two  red  ration  points  and  4  cents  per  pound  ii/ill  be 
paid  for  used  kitchen  fats.     Butchers  vd.ll  pay  at  this  rate  for  all  used 
kitchen  fats  turned  in. 


DO  point  out  that  any  size  can  laay  be  used,  so  long  as  it  is  clean  and 
made  of  metal.    It  does  not  matter  if  the  clean  tin  can  is  large  or  small. 
Houscvri.vGS  find  empty  fruit  juice  or  vegetable  cans  useful  lin  saving  fats. 

DO  point  out  that  metal  cans  are  necessary  becaviso  retailors  must  turn 
in  salvaged  fats  to  l*ondororts  in  the  original  containers  in  order  to  keep 
poundage  and  ration  poin.t  bonuses  straight,  o.nd  v.^lien  quantities  of  cans  are 
turned  in  this  v;ay,  containers  other  than  metal  onus  are  likely  to  break. 

DO  point  out  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  tops  covering  the  cans,  but 
it  is  not  absolutely  iii^^ccssary.    A  top  can  be  laade  for  the  can  v/ith  a  small 
piece  of  waxed  paper  tied  to  the  can.    A  top  is  expccially  desirable  .xvhon 
fats  arc  "runny". 


